
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY SYLLABUS



		

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

	Psychological functioning is best understood through reliance on and integration of multiple levels of analyses that arise from a variety of disciplines. The Developmental Psychopathology approach draws on diverse scientific fields such as lifespan psychology, clinical psychology, psychiatry, neuroscience, epidemiology, sociology, neuroendocrinology and genetics. This course will be considering inter-related domains of human function which exert transactional effects on mental health. Development in one area influences development in the others. The goal of this class is to provide a comprehensive understanding concerning the mutually influencing processes that underlie maladaptation as well as adaptation. This course will provide a review of a broad spectrum of psychopathological conditions as defined in the DSM. This review will include the etiology of the main disorders. The emphasis of this review will be on comparing and contrasting different theoretical etiological perspectives, as well as reviewing the empirical literature in support of these theoretical perspectives. As an upper-level course, this material will be at an advanced level and presumes mastery of the content of an undergraduate Abnormal Psychology course.

Prerequisites: , GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY, ABNORMAL PSYCH 

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should:

 Be able to identify the various conceptualizations of psychopathology
 Be familiar with and able to discuss several different theoretical perspectives in the general field of psychopathology 
 Be able to apply theoretical perspectives in reviewing each of the psychopathological conditions covered in the course
Recognize the processes underlying continuity and change in patterns of both adaptive and maladaptive behavior 
Build a foundation of psychopathological knowledge to apply in formulating intervention strategies to treat or prevent a broad 
     spectrum of psychopathological conditions.
Develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of the humanity of those suffering from mental disorders


REQUIRED TEXT(S):

Abnormal Psychology Workbook

Sue, et.al.  (2014). Understanding Abnormal Behavior 11th Ed.  Houghton-Mifflin

Useful Additional Texts

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM) current Edition American Psychological Association 


COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Evaluation will be based upon performance in the following areas:

Class project ‘Mental Health Awareness’			00%
Discussion questions					20%
Mid-term Exam (key concepts)				25%
Work book completion incl. disorder chart		50%
Final Exam						25%

Class Project ‘Mental Health Awareness’: Students will research mental health needs and then devise a way to improve mental health awareness on campus. This project must be approved by the professor and must be completed by midterm.

Mid-term Exam: The student will be tested on key terminology.



Discussion Questions: Questions must be completed each week 

Work book Completion including Disorder Chart: The workbook is completed throughout the semester and the disorder chart summarizes student’s learning and beliefs about developmental psychopathology.

Final Exam: The final exam will cover questions pertaining to and summarizing material covered throughout the course. 


STATEMENT ON CONFIDENTIALITY AND EMOTIONAL SAFETY:

IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS IN THE CLASS AND TO PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF CLASS MEMBERS, STUDENTS WILL DISCUSS CASE MATERIAL AND OTHER’S PERSONAL INFORMATION, REACTIONS, ETC. ONLY WHILE IN CLASS OR PRIVATELY WITH OTHER CURRENT CLASS MEMBERS. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH CLASS MEMBER TO TREAT CLASSMATES WITH RESPECT AND INTEGRITY, THUS PROVIDING EMOTIONAL SAFETY FOR EACH OTHER DURING CLASS ACTIVITIES. ALL STUDENTS IN THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT WILL DEMONSTRATE BEHAVIOR THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE ETHICAL STANDARDS FORWARDED BY THE APA AND APS IN THEIR CODE OF ETHICS.

STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

STUDENTS ARE REMINDED OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AS REFERENCED IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK. INTELLECTUAL INTEGRITY AND ACADEMIC HONESTY ARE BOTH THE FOUNDATION AND THE GOALS FOR THIS PROGRAM. PLEASE REFERENCE AND REVIEW THE UNIVERSITY POLICIES ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES, POLICIES, AND PENALTIES REGARDING ACADEMIC HONESTY.

STATEMENT ON CLASS DECORUM:

PLEASE TURN OFF (OR SET ON VIBRATE) ALL CELL PHONES. PLEASE DO NOT TEXT DURING CLASS, NOR USE LAP TOPS FOR NON- CLASS- RELATED ACTIVITIES DURING CLASS. WALKING INTO CLASS LATE IS DISRUPTIVE, AS IS LEAVING EARLY, SO PLEASE AVOID THIS WHENEVER POSSIBLE. LATE ATTENDANCE AND EARLY DEPARTURE FROM CLASS ARE RECORDED. IF YOU HAVE TO LEAVE EARLY, MAKE ARRANGEMENTS BEFORE CLASS BEGINS, AND THEN, WHEN YOU LEAVE, DO SO QUIETLY. PROFESSIONAL RESPECT AND COURTESY FOR YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS IS EXPECTED AT ALL TIMES.

POLICIES:

All DCC grading, attendance, conduct and technology policies are adhered to in this class.

EX. DISORDER CHART 
		        	
	Disorder
	Age of Onset
	Prognosis
	Key Causes
	Primary Etiology
	Key Terms/concepts

	Anxiety
	
	
	
	
	

	Trauma Disorders
	
	
	
	
	

	Depression
	
	
	
	
	

	PD
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Disorders
	
	
	
	
	Memory Recovery
Cultural Norms
Sexuality
Sex in the Media

	Substance and Addictive disorders
	
	
	
	
	Use Consequences
Cultural Differences
Motivational Interviewing

	Somatic and Dissociative Disorders
	
	
	
	
	

	Schizophrenia Spectrum disorders
	
	
	
	
	

	Externalizing and Internalizing
	
	
	
	
	ADHD
Autism Spectrum
I Wet the Bed
Parenting & Self Esteem
Learning Disorders
Intellectual Development Disorder

	Eating disorders
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Dysphoria
	
	
	
	
	





This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.







	



